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Four boats:  A profile of the red crab fleet
NEW BEDFORD, MA – Jon Williams 

owns or partners in four red crab catcher 
boats.  These boats fish depths of 350-
480 fathoms – about 2,100’-2,900’.  
The fishing grounds are big, ranging 
from North Carolina to the Hague Line.  
The vessels work near the edge of the 
Continental Shelf and the canyons that cut 
in closer, anywhere from 120-260 miles 
offshore.  

In the summertime, trips run about six 
to seven days.  In the winter, a trip can run 
into the 12-day range, which, Williams 
said, is “the max for a live catch.” 

The best time for fishing is early fall 
into December.  Although, Williams 
reported, “This year the fishing in January 
was better than we’ve seen in years.”

Above, the Krystle James crew.  Kneeling, from 
left, Matt Santos and Roberto Ordonez.  Standing, 
from left, mate Nick Sellick, Scott Kimball, Capt. 
John Brewer, Tyler Nichols, and Ted Coates.

Jon Williams is quick to praise the fishermen 
and workers upon whom the success of the 
red crab operation rests.  These include, above 
from left, Peter Lawsing, the fleet’s rotating 
captain, and Bruce Medeiros, the company’s 
boat and plant manager.

Below, the 90’ Krystle James.
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Each boat fishes with a compliment of 
six including the captain.  The boats all 
home port in New Bedford, tying up at 
the Tichon dock.  The crabs are harvested 
with traps that are custom built in Canada.

Here’s a brief sketch of each of the 
boats and her captain.

Hannah Boden
Made famous by Sebastian Junger’s 

book “The Perfect Storm,” the Hannah 
Boden measures 96’(Loa)x25’x12’ and 
was built by Eastern Marine Inc. in 1983.  

Angelo Ciocca co-owns the vessel 
with Williams.  Ciocca also owns Nova 
Seafoods Ltd. on Commercial St. in 
Portland, ME.  The boat is powered by a 
Caterpillar 525-hp diesel and two 84-kw 
gensets.  

Her captain is Tim Foley.  
Said Williams, “I’m incredibly happy 

with the boat.  She’s a fabulous producer, 
and we’ve always maintained her well.  
But a boat is no good unless you have a 
good captain, and we’ve got one in Tim.”  

Foley has 30 years of experience 
fishing lobsters offshore.  He lives in the 
mid-Cape area of Cape Cod and once 
worked for Bob Brown.  Foley presently 
targets crabs and lobsters.  The Hannah 
Boden’s fish hold accommodates 75,000 
pounds.

Continued from previous pageRed crab fleet
Krystle James

Built by Bender Shipbuilding and 
Repair in 1977, the Krystle James 
measures 90’(Loa)x24’x11’ with a gross 
ton measurement of 184.  Powered by a 
Caterpillar 800-hp diesel, three 84-kw 
Isuzus, and a 671 Detroit Diesel haulback 
engine, the Krystle James is Williams’ 
first boat rigged to do both crabbing and 
frozen-at-sea slime eeling.  

Prior to relocating to Massachusetts, 
the boat fished for red crab part of the year 
and for slime eels the rest.  Her eel catch 
was offloaded in Newport News, VA.  
Before her conversion to a crab boat, the 
Krystle James was named Bernice C and 
fished for scallops.

The captain of the boat is John Brewer 
from the Boothbay area of Maine.  He 
started out as a lumper for Williams in 
1998, then worked on deck, climbing his 
way up to engineer and, eventually, captain.  

“He’s a smart guy,” Williams said. 

Benthic Mariner
Formerly named Alaskan Mariner, 

Benthic Mariner is Williams’ lone Alaska-
style crabber and his biggest platform to 
date.   Built by Union Bay Shipbuilding 
Corp. in 1979, the Benthic Mariner 
measures 105’(Loa)x27.2’x9.6’ and is 192 
gross tons. 

The big boat has big fuel bills to 
match.  Williams was thinking of selling 
the vessel when diesel fuel costs rose to 
$4 per gallon in 2008.  But he solved the 
consumption problem by installing smaller 
generators – in this case two Isuzu 84-kw 
gensets.  

“We burned about 4,000 gallons 
per trip.  Now, we’re down to 2,800,” 
Williams said.  

Benthic Mariner is powered by her 
original 640-hp Caterpillar 398.  The hold 
can handle 210,000 pounds.  

The captain of the boat is Brazilian 
native Daher Jorge.  Jorge commutes to 
New Bedford from the Seattle area where 
he and his wife live because they are 
committed to and love that area of the 
world.  

“It’s a safe place for my wife and I to 
raise our three kids.  The schools are good, 
and we love it there,” he said.  

Jorge has a lot of experience crab 
fishing and was part of the cast of 
characters in the Discovery Channel’s 
reality TV series “Deadliest Catch.”

Diamond Girl
Originally built by Rhode Island 

Marine Services in 1982, Diamond Girl 
measures 94’(Loa)x27’x13.3’ and comes 
in at 199 gross tons.  She was one of the 

Tim Foley, captain of the 
Hannah Boden.

The 96’ Hannah Boden is 
co-owned by Jon Williams and 
Angelo Ciocca.

Continued on next page
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largest offshore lobster boats constructed 
for East Coast service and doubled as a 
swordfish boat.  The boat worked out of 
Portsmouth, RI before Williams got her.   

A Caterpillar 525-hp diesel and two 
3304 Cat 65-kw gensets power Diamond 
Girl.  The boat is pretty much unchanged 
from her Rhode Island days, though 
Williams did add a weather wall.  The fish 
hold can handle 75,000 pounds of crab.  

The boat also does slime eeling, unless 
the Korean won is low in value.  Eels are 
taken out in Gloucester.  Diamond Girl’s 
captain is Vietnam native Lam Pham.  

Pham and most of his crew come 
from the Seattle area.  Pham’s story is 
astonishing.  In 1975 in war-torn Vietnam, 
as the North Vietnamese moved south, 
his mother took him to a dock and gave 
him to a stranger as the evacuation was 
taking place.  After steaming a day and 
a half, their getaway boat ran out of 

Institute in Fairhaven and graduated with 
his captain’s license.

Peter Lawsing is the fleet’s rotating 
captain.  He was captain of the unusually 
rigged crabber Frank H. Wetmore for  
25 years, sailing from the Fall River pier.   

Of Lawsing, Williams said, “He’s a 
great guy, willing to do whatever it takes 
to keep things rolling, either on the boats 
or in the plant.” 

Steven Kennedy
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The 105’ Benthic Mariner.  

Daher Jorge is captain of 
the Benthic Mariner.

fuel.  Adrift without food and water for 
days, Pham was rescued and ended up in 
a refugee camp.  He was adopted by an 
American Air Force pilot who had served 
in Vietnam.  

As a young adult, Pham spent a few 
years in college and then went into the 
king crab fishery.  He was in Alaska on 
multiple boats for about 15 years before 
coming to work for Williams.  Pham 
attended classes at Northeast Marine 

Above, the Diamond Girl crew.  
From left to right, Hung Phung, Kiet 
Tran, Thanh Vo, deck boss Son Le, 
Capt. Lam Pham, Selvin Hernandez, 
and mate-engineer Bao Nguyen.

The 94’ Diamond Girl.


